180. INDIAN TRADERS AT THE CAPE

Last week our Cape Correspondent dealt with the question of Indian
traders. We need hardly inform our readers that special correspondents
do not necessarily represent the views or the policy of this journal. As
a rule, we make it a point to give all sides of the question. There would
have been no occasion for emphasizing this fact, had it not been that
our Cape Correspondent has dealt with the question of Indian traders
at length. We hold that the petty Indian traders have been of benefit
to the Colony, and we share the view recently expressed by Sir James
Hulett, and some years ago by Sir Walter Wragg, the late Sir Henry
Binns and others, that they consider the petty Indian trader is a much
better man than his fellow-trader of the same class, and that he supplies
a much-felt want. Any restriction, therefore, on his liberty would be
a very serious injustice to him, and it should be the duty of the Indians
at the Cape to fight strenuously against any attempt that may be made
in that direction.
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181. AGREEMENT BETWEEN HINDUS AND MUSLIMS

We publish elsewhere1 a letter addressed to us by Mr, Haji Habib
on the subject. If what he writes about the Karachi Traders' Associa-
tion is true,2 we are sorry about it. We, also, hold that the Hindus,
being the majority community, should act with greater humility. We
also agree with Mr. Haji Habib, when he says that the rights demanded
by the Indian National Congress would have been gained long ago if
there had been unity among the Hindus and the Muslims.

There is no doubt that the leaders of both the communities should
meet together and come to some kind of agreement on such matters. We
see signs which indicate that such an agreement will shortly follow.

We must, however, reiterate what we have said before, viz., what-
ever be the point of dispute between the two communities, no third party
should be brought in to settle it. It is easier to put up with a quarrel
between two brothers; but it is intolerable that an outsider should step in
and deprive both of what they have. Everyone of us should feel that way.

1 In the issue of 30-12*1905
2 Haji Habib had complained of Hindu traders raising compulsory contributions from
Muslim merchants for the Cow Protection Fund,